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of the master and his men, partly by the local tradition." In the 
chapter which treats of the business aspects of plantation slavery 
the author states that the system had at least as many drawbacks 
as it had attractions. It "kept money scarce, population sparse, 
and land values accordingly low." The opportunities of both 
races were restricted and many natural resources of the South 
were neglected. On the other hand, it maintained order and har- 
mony in the community and "kept the main body of labor con- 
trolled, provisioned and mobile." He concludes that "in the large 
it was less a burden than a life; it made fewer fortunes than it 
made men." 

Tipton R. Snavely. 
University of Virginia. 

Trade and Navigation between Spain and the Indies m the Time 
of the Hapsburgs. By Clarence Henry Haring. (Cam- 
bridge : Harvard University Press ; London : Humphrey 
Milford, Oxford University Press. 1918. Pp. xxviii, 371. 
$2.25.) 
Since about the beginning of the present century, the writing 
of Hispanic American history, especially in the United States, 
has been passing through a real evolution. This is distinctly the 
period of original, painstaking research, and scholars are showing 
an increasing tendency to elucidate intensively a single period or 
a single phase of the history of Hispanic America. Basic work 
this, and work that is absolutely necessary for the generalizations 
that some master historian in the future must make. Narrative, 
biographical, political, institutional, and economic history — all 
these are presented in works published since 1900, with an increas- 
ing tendency toward the two last. 

In the writing of these monographic histories, the vast archival 
depositaries of Spain, as well as of some Hispanic American coun- 
tries, have been called into requisition, and their treasures ran- 
sacked for secrets unknown to former writers. It has, indeed, be- 
come almost a recognized part of the training of historical stu- 
dents who elect to work in the Hispanic American field, to make 
original investigations in the archives. Thus, the Archivo de 
Indias, which contains the greater part of the Americana in Spain, 
has become as well known as the British Museum, and like the 
latter still has its secrets to disclose. So it was not strange that 
Professor Haring should deem it necessary to visit Spain before 
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publishing a volume on Spanish colonial trade, a subject on which 
so little had been previously done. And that his research therein, 
especially in the Archivo de Indias, was of advantage is evidenced 
by the numerous citations to documents throughout his book; al- 
though he has by no means limited himself to manuscript ma- 
terial. 

In his preface, the author touches on the themes that form the 
subject-matter of his volume — the impetus given to commerce by 
the discoveries of the Spaniards through the finding of new sources 
of wealth, especially metallic wealth; the "painstaking serious- 
ness" with which Spain "accepted the task of colonization," "with 
high ideals of order and justice, of religious and political unity" 
extending "to its ultramarine possessions, its faith, its language, 
its law, and its administration"; building churches and monas- 
teries; founding schools and universities; in short, endeavoring 
"to make its colonies an integral part of the Spanish monarchy." 
The volume "is a description of the trade and navigation be- 
tween Spain and the New World, of the commerce which made 
possible the creation of . . . Spanish American civilization." 

The text is preceded by an excellent critical bibliography with 
which the reader will usually agree, and in which are indicated 
archival manuscript sources, source collections, and prime and 
secondary works consulted by the author. In citing Blair and 
Robertson's The Philippine Islands, the names of the editors are 
reversed; and it is with surprise that the absence is noted of all 
mention of Artinano y de Galdacano's Historia del Comercio con 
las Indias durante el Dominio de los Austrias (Vilanova, 1917), 
which is practically identical in title with the present volume. 
The student will approve the criticism with reference to the Re- 
copilacion de Leyes de los Reynos de las Indias (p. xviii), and 
applaud avoidance of its use as a sole authority and reference 
thereto only for lack of better source. Very great use has been 
made throughout the volume of Veitia Linaje's treatise Norte de 
la Contratacion de las Indias Occidentales, and Antunez y Ace- 
vedo's Memorias Histioricas, the former, indeed, sharing with 
manuscript documents as a main source of information. 

In successive chapters, the author treats of the Seville monop- 
oly; the Casa de Contratacion; organization versus efficiency; 
registers and customs ; emigration and the foreign interloper ; the 
Spanish monopoly ; the precious metals ; the Isthmus of Panama ; 
galleons and flotas; corsarios Luteranos; and ships and naviga- 
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tion. In the first of ten appendices, he tells something of the 
history of the Casa Lonja, the home of Archivo de Indias; the 
eight following appendices are statistical compilations of consid- 
erable value that are not found elsewhere; and the last is the 
ordinances of the Consulado of Seville relating to marine insur- 
ance, reproduced in the original Spanish. 

The volume is a needed contribution to Spanish colonial eco- 
nomic history. Stepping aside from the customary narrative and 
political history which have attracted most writers, Dr. Haring 
has undertaken to introduce his audience behind the scenes and 
into the laboratory of Spanish colonial economic legislation and 
administration. With a wealth of material he has demonstrated 
that the economic efforts of those charged with the administration 
of the Indies originated from much the same motives that urge 
trade across seas today. The story in its various ramifications 
shows that the Spanish trade restrictions of the Hapsburg period 
were not so different after all from some restrictions discernible in 
modern times. Let one remember that it was only tardily and 
reluctantly that the United States granted the boon of free trade 
between this country and the Philippine Islands. Spanish eco- 
nomic history in the Indies reveals, amid all the corruption and 
commercial ignorance that existed, a groping after an equitable 
policy toward its colonies and an attempt to reconcile interests 
that pulled in multifarious directions. Little wonder that the re- 
sult was not always a happy one and that Spain was blind to its 
best interests largely through the fact that it was not primarily 
a trading nation, and had, in fact, won too hardily its right to 
be a nation at all. 

All this and more is seen in the absorbing story as told by Dr. 
Haring. The division of the book into two parts, one treating of 
trade and the other of navigation, has made necessary some dupli- 
cation that might have been avoided with different treatment. On 
page 35, Charles V is characterized as "the ageing Emperor," 
the author losing sight of the fact that Charles died at the age 
of 58. The trade with the Philippines, a part of the Indies, is 
told in only seven pages, although it merits much more, for the 
Chinese trade which was thus opened up caused great consterna- 
tion among traders in Spain, lest the American markets be lost 
to them, and led to restrictions that cannot always be defended 
on the side of justice. "Cities," the second word on page 130, is a 
misprint for "cites." No new evidence is offered in regard to such 
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matters as the buccaneers and smuggling, but a book on trade 
could not be written without discussing these. The great contri- 
butions are in the new evidence brought forward on the form of 
trade and shipping, the actual trade together with its restrictions 
and privileges, the wealth of the New World, and, notwithstanding 
Spain's most excellent intentions, the gradual loss of trade 
through lack of an economic background. 

James Alexander Robertson. 
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